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located in the measuring duct wherein the measuring duct has a 
fluid introduction port (20, 170a) with an curved elongated shape 
and confronting a flow direction of the flow, the measuring duct 
having at least one portion located between the fluid 
introduction port and the flow rate detector substantially 
smoothly narrowing, i.e, inner wall surface narrowing, toward a 
downstream direction of the flow in a longitudinal direction of 
the elongated shape, and the measuring duct has a single hole in 
the at least one portion; wherein the introduction port has a 
length in the longitudinal direction and width in a transverse 
direction, transverse to the longitudinal direction, the 
longitudinal length being substantially at least twice the width, 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 11-29-01 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. Applicant's arguments 
fail to comply with 37 CFR 1.111(b) because they amount to a 
general allegation that the claims define a patentable invention 
without specifically pointing out how the language of the claims 
patentably distinguishes them from the references. 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action 
is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this 



